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Vo lume  2,  Is su e  11 

Brothers and Friends, 
 Over the past year Alpha Sigma has been striving to 
strengthen our relationship with Pi Kappa Alpha national, the 
university, and our community. I am extremely excited to be able to 
lead such a motivated and passionate group of men.  
 With the help of our alumni, Alpha Sigma has been able to 
send members to four Pike national conferences in the past year. 
These conferences have proven to be invaluable, as they allow our 
members to have face-to-face conversations with Pike national 
advisors. Being able to converse with our advisors in an informal 
setting has helped foster personal relationships and provided many 
resources that will help Alpha Sigma remain successful for years to 
come.  
 Last fall our chapter had two of its members elected to the 
executive board of the Interfraternity Council for the first time in 
recent memory. Giacomo Zacchia (Spring ‘14) assumed the role of 
Vice President of Health and Wellness, while Ben Rathman (Fall ‘13) 
was elected to Vice President of Event Programming. Having 
members on the executive board of IFC has helped our chapter 
understand exactly what the University expects of us as a student 
organization. We are now more capable of improving our relationship 
with the University then ever before. 
	   The	  brothers	  of	  Alpha	  Sigma	  have	  been	  looking	  for	  a	  way	  
to	  give	  back	  to	  the	  community	  and	  to	  truly	  make	  a	  difference.	  We	  
are	  now	  working	  to	  put	  on	  a	  philanthropy	  event	  to	  benefit	  the	  
Taylor	  Trudeau	  Cycle	  for	  Life	  foundation.	  For	  those	  of	  you	  who	  do	  
not	  know,	  the	  Cycle	  for	  Life	  Foundation	  was	  founded	  in	  memory	  
of	  a	  fallen	  Pi	  Kappa	  Alpha	  brother	  who	  passed	  away	  after	  a	  long	  
fight	  with	  leukemia.	  This	  organization	  now	  partners	  with	  Pike	  
chapters	  across	  the	  country	  to	  raise	  money	  for	  research	  on	  blood-‐
borne	  cancers	  such	  as	  leukemia,	  lymphoma	  and	  melanoma.	  We	  
are	  very	  excited	  to	  have	  the	  opportunity	  to	  partner	  with	  such	  an	  
amazing	  organization	  supporting	  an	  important	  cause.	  
	   As	  you	  can	  see,	  the	  Alpha	  Sigma	  chapter	  is	  working	  hard	  
to	  guarantee	  success	  for	  its	  brothers	  now	  and	  into	  the	  future.	  I	  am	  
extremely	  grateful	  to	  our	  Building	  Association,	  Alumni	  Board,	  and	  
of	  course	  our	  current	  members	  for	  making	  these	  improvements	  
possible.	  I	  look	  forward	  to	  seeing	  all	  of	  you	  in	  April	  for	  our	  
Founder’s	  Day	  Dinner!	  Please	  contact	  me	  if	  you	  have	  any	  
comments	  or	  questions	  regarding	  the	  active	  chapter.	  
	  
Phi	  Phi,	  
Caden	  Stark	  (Fall	  ‘12)	  
cadenstark@berkeley.edu	  
 

 



 
 
 
 

 
To maintain a chapter house, worthy of attracting new members, and of which Alumni can 
be proud. 
 
Much has changed regarding the Building Association.  Due to space, I have culled down a much 
more detailed Q&A.  The new by-laws and the Q&A are available upon request by contacting 
me at tom@collectionplus.com.    
 
The ASBA is a non-profit 501c7, made up of all active and alumni members of Alpha Sigma 
Chapter.  The ASBA elects a board to manage and maintain owned properties. The board is 
comprised of five alumni whose terms are for three years and are elected by the voting 
membership of the ASBA at a meeting prior to each Founder’s Day.  Voting members are those 
alumni, who have paid their annual dues to the Alpha Sigma Alumni Association.  Contact Bill 
Franchini - franchiniw@gmail.com to pay your dues should you desire to become a voting 
member. 
 
Our annual meeting will be held in the Gentlemen’s Room (Pool Room) at the fraternity one 
hour prior to the Founder’s Day event. The current board members and their terms are as 
follows: 

 
• Jeff Rohwer – 2015 
• Jeff Evans and Kevin Crowe – 2016 
• Tom Econome (President) and Jon Coates  (Secretary/Treasurer) – 2017 
• Chapter President – Caden Stark 
• Chapter Advisor – Nick Armour 
 
Jeff Rohwer will be stepping down.  Mike Abreu has agreed to allow me to nominate him 
replace Jeff.  If a voting member, please feel free to provide me any other nominations to the 
board.  You may place others into nomination and vote by proxy, by e-mailing your vote to me.  
This is the only item of business for the meeting. 
 
After viewing public records, I can now give an accurate account of what happened between 
Dick Ralph’s tenure and today.  According to Title searches, Mike Marsden put the house into 
his name and borrowed money against it.  The remainder of the board became aware of this 
when a Notice of Default was issued.  Don Kosovac, Jim Terzian, Dick Ralph and Chris Short, 
through numerous hours and legal help managed to get the house back in the ASBA’s name and 
have most of the debt cancelled.   Through this event and deferred maintenance, the ASBA 
incurred much debt.  Jim Terzian and Chris Short, at their own personal expense took 
consecutive turns as President of the ASBA to get us back on solid ground.  
 

WE OWE THEM A GREAT DEBT OF THANKS 
 

Our new by-laws and a Corporate Resolution limits the possibility of this recurring, but only 
active alumni engagement by each of you will ensure it. 
 



 
 
 
 
In summer of 2014, we refinanced our loan to a fixed rate to satisfy about $320,000 of debt. We 
now have an extra $100,000 in reserve.  By accelerating payments, we will pay off the loan 
within 10 years.  We also had $80,000 in an operating account, but are spending that on required 
capital improvements.  Our 2015 budget has us gaining an extra $75,000 for the next year.   This 
will go toward building more of a reserve.  By 2016, barring any surprise maintenance issues, we 
will have sufficient reserves and can move forward with more capital improvements. 
 
The capital improvements are related to safety and inhabitability.  This year’s projects were 
improving drainage along Durant side of the house; replacing Durant side windows, the main 
floor Piedmont window, and the porch door; gutting the two-shower bathroom; renovating Bay 
View; and updating the sprinkler system.   
 
We are limiting projects in 2015 to renovating the bar room.  Our goal is to have this finished 
this summer before rush. We may also need to improve drainage on the north side of the 
building.  
 
I would like to thank the board for their time and focus over this past year in order to get the 
organizational and financial structure in place.  We still have a long way to go, but we are 
moving the football toward the goal line. 

 
 
 
 
 
Tom Econome 
Alpha Sigma Building Association, President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Pike Takes on Theta Dodge Ball 

Prior to Kappa Rose Dinner 

Seniors Celebrating Boyd’s 21st 

Founder’s Day 2014 

Pike Bubble Soccer Rush Event Theta Psi (Newest Initiates) 



 
 
 
 
 

From the Alpha Sigma Alumni Association . . . 

Dear Alpha Sigma Alumni: 
 
After 103 years of existence at Berkeley, the Alpha Sigma chapter finally has an official 
Alumni Association. With special thanks for the support of charter members listed 
below, the Alpha Sigma Alumni Association is official and operational.  
 
Our petition has been accepted by the Pi Kappa Alpha national fraternity and the $100 
one-time pledge from each charter member is providing the funding to secure a national 
charter and provide seed money to pay for incidental costs associated with establishing 
membership records and future communications to all alumni. 
 
I am pleased to announce that Greg Hansen will serve as Vice President and Pat Pry 
will serve as Secretary / Treasurer. Working with the outstanding young men currently 
at Berkeley, we are in the planning stages for multiple alumni events.  
 
Please send in your membership dues ($20) so that you may receive the following 
benefits for 2015-16 academic year: 
 

• Reserved parking (space available basis) for football game days  
• Discounted parking fee for Football & Concerts at Greek 
• Free admission to alumni BBQ (Homecoming) event 
• Discounted cost for future Founder’s Day Dinner 
• Voting privilege in Alumni Association Business 
• Access to Alumni Association records 
• Opportunity for involvement  

 
Again, a very special thanks to the following Charter members who contributed their 
signature to the petition and their financial support: William Callendar, Kevin Crow, 
Jon Coates, Eric Cox, Tom Econome, Jeff Evans, Don Kosovac, John McConnell, 
Pat Pry, and Jack Saroyan.  
    
Want to get involved? Hoping to hear from you and see you at Founder’s Day, 
 

Bill Franchini 
President, Alpha Sigma Alumni Association 
312 West K Street 
Benicia, CA 94510 
 
franchiniw@gmail.com 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Meet Alpha Sigma’s Executive Committee 
 
 

 
 
  

Jared Lux (Theta Phi, Fall ‘13) is a 
sophomore Environmental Economics 
major. Although this was his first 
time as a Recruitment Chairman was 
able to utilize his charming 
personality and surfer hairstyle to 
attract the newly recruited freshmen. 
When Jared isn’t studying about the 
environment he can be found 
embracing it. He’s an avid surfer 
whose biggest dream in life is getting 
pitted on the perfect wave. 

  

  

Caden Stark (Theta Tau, Fall ’12) 
recently took over the Presidential role 
for Cal Pike’s Alpha Sigma Chapter. He 
is a third-year ISF student, from 
Newport Beach, CA.  This man’s level 
of dedication to the house has never 
come into question. In fact he’s 
currently living in a double converted to 
a triple having sacrificed his own room 
while Bay View is under renovation. 
When he’s not busy taking care of Pike 
you may find him watching hockey 
rooting for his beloved Ducks. 

Pres id en t  
Dylan Vassberg (Theta Rho, Fall ’11) is a 
Senior Mechanical Engineering student. He is 
continuing his position as External VP from last 
semester and plans on throwing a spectacular 
Founder’s Day on April 4th! Besides being 
extremely involved with Pike, he works in the 
Cal Tennis Dynamics Lab and on the Design 
Build Fly project where he designs RC Aircrafts 
for a competition thrown on by the American 
Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics. 
Dylan’s favorite past time is playing the 
infamous game of Pong well known to the 
alumni of the Alpha Sigma Chapter. 
 

Ex ter na l  Vic e  Pre s id en t  
PrePre s id en t  

Jake Egbert (Theta Upsilon, Spring 
‘13) recently came into the Internal 
VP role. He is a junior Business major 
from southern California. Not only is 
Jake a leader in the fraternity, but is 
also extremely involved on campus. 
He is a part of the Berkeley 
Investment Group as well as Omicron 
Delta Epsilon (an Economics honor 
society). The only thing more 
totalitarian than his policy is his 
girlfriend Nichole.  
 

In ter na l  Vi ce  Pre s id en t  
Thomas Jacintho (Theta Phi, Fall 
’13) is a second-year civil engineer. 
He had been studying under Caden 
our past treasurer for over a year and 
is more than qualified for the job. 
When Thomas isn’t here in the states 
studying you can find him back home 
in Brasília, Brazil. He enjoys playing 
soccer for Pike’s intermural team as 
well as taking long walks on the 
beach with his pledge brothers. 

Trea sur er  
 

Recru i tmen t  Cha irman  Recru i tmen t  Cha irman  

Sergean t  a t  Arms Educa t or  

Taylor James (Theta Phi, Fall ’13) is 
a senior Economics major who’s been 
with us for a year and a half after 
transferring from SFSU. He’s a first 
time Recruitment Chairman along 
with his partner in crime Jared Lux. 
The dynamic duo recently recruited a 
strong five man Theta Omega pledge 
class for the spring semester. Taylor 
represents Pike on the athletic field. 
Standing at 6’5’’ with a killer spike, 
he is a core part of the Pike volleyball 
team. 

TJ Bzoskie (Theta Chi, Spring 2014) is 
a pre-med junior majoring in 
Environmental Economics. He was 
recruited to Cal as a NCAA D-1 
gymnast, but has now since retired the 
sport to even further focus on pursuing 
his academic career. Since joining the 
house TJ has become a source of 
knowledge when it comes to Pike 
history and tradition. This quality will 
serve him well throughout the following 
semester as he educates our new 
members in the ways of the house. 
 

Cosmo Kelly (Theta Upsilon, Spring 
‘13) is a third-year Political Economy 
major who really knows how to lay 
down the law. His unbiased and just 
decisions have been observed within 
the house throughout his long reign as 
an executive board member. Cosmo 
credits his fairness and discipline to 
his many years playing baseball while 
growing up. He stands behind the 
integrity of the game, loyal to those 
who surround him (despite being a 
Red Sox fan), and has transferred 
those morals into his duties as a Pike. 
 



 
 
 
 

      

   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Alpha Sigma Travels to Santa Clara for Pike Nationals Conference 
 

This year, five members of Alpha Sigma - Caden 
Stark, Giacomo Zacchia, Jared Lux, Thomas Miller, 
and Danny Bishop - traveled to Santa Clara, 
California to attend the Pike University Leadership 
Summit. The actives received crucial training to 
help Alpha Sigma remain the preeminent fraternity 
on campus. Our very own alumnus Jeff Rohwer 
presented a training session for those fortunate 
enough to be on the distinguished garnet track, 
reserved for those who have attended at least 3 Pike 

University events. Those with this honor further got to meet the executive council of the 
fraternity, renewing our commitment to work with the national chapter. For the five that went, it 
was the trip of a lifetime. We hope to give every brother this opportunity and have committed to 
sending still more delegates to the next Pike University event. 

Risk  Man ager  Sec r e t ary  

Ex te r na l  So c ia l  
Chai rman  

In te r na l  So c ia l  
Chai rman  

Josh Volen (Theta Phi, Fall ‘14) is a 
Political Science major. He is an all 
around loveable guy who isn’t afraid to 
put the smack down if necessary. One of 
his favorite past times is watching 
Criminal Minds, which has mentally 
prepared him for the Risk Management 
position. His philosophy is that if he can 
think like a potential threat to our house, 
then he can prevent that threat. When 
Josh isn’t watching Criminal Minds or 
bouncing someone from Pike he can be 
found playing his guitar. 
 

Hayden Polhamus (Theta Tau, Fall 12’) is 
a junior Business major looking to use his 
avid personality, way with words, and 
business smarts to eventually become a 
Healthcare Consultant. Hayden plans to 
implement his organizational skills and 
high words per minute typing to make an 
effective secretary. When Hayden isn’t 
cooped up in the Haas library, he can be 
found in the gym playing volleyball since 
he’s a part of the Cal club volleyball team.  

Caleb Boyd (Theta Upsilon, Spring ‘13) is a 
senior double majoring in Mechanical 
Engineering and Materials Science. His past 
accomplishments include working at 
Lockheed Martin as well as Apple 
Computers. Caleb is known around the Greek 
community by almost all Sorority women, 
making him the ideal man for the External 
Social Chair position. His aspirations are to 
get the chapter involved in non-conventional 
exchanges and to change the way we think 
about socializing as a whole. 
 

Jared Lux (Theta Phi, Fall ‘13) is an 
extremely well versed man when it comes 
to this playing field. Jared has helped plan 
and set up events since his first day as a 
Pike. As you can see above he is also a 
Recruitment Chairman this semester. His 
innate sense of style and feng shui will 
allow him to set up the house in the most 
efficient and desirable manner for all 
events the encounters. Jared has made it 
known that he plans on going down in Pike 
history as one of the best Internal Social 
Chairs to ever live.  



 
 
 
 

A Message from Alumni Advisory Board Chairman Nick Armour: 
 
 
This year has seen continuation of the growth of the Alpha Sigma Alumni Advisory 
Board. While several of the members of the Board, including myself, are not currently in 
the Berkeley area, we have maintained a positive working relationship amongst ourselves 
and the current Active Chapter. It has been our recent goal to expand on the help and 
guidance that the Actives can receive from the Advisors. Additionally, we understand the 
necessity of recruiting newer members onto our Board. By identifying recent graduates, as 
well as those graduating in coming semesters, we hope to maintain and improve the bond 
that the Advisory Board has with the Actives. On behalf of the Advisors, I would like to 
congratulate Caden and the newly elected members of Alpha Sigma’s Executive Board, 
and look forward to strengthening the bonds between Actives and Alumni over the coming 
months and year. Lastly, I would like to take a moment to applaud Aidan Nathanson on 
his quality service as Alpha Sigma’s President during several very trying situations that 

faced the Chapter this past year. It was a pleasure getting to work with him and the rest of the Alpha Sigma Chapter 
in solving problems and moving past these difficult circumstances. 
 
In the bonds, 
 
Nick Armour 
Theta Lambda, Fall ‘08 
 
                        
 
 

                                                                            
 
 
 

	   	  

Alpha Sigma Accomplishments 
 
One of Alpha Sigma’s most successful actives is Tomas Vega, a third year computer science 
genius from the pledge class Theta Tau. Mr. Vega (along with the help of his team) won Cal 
Hacks, the largest ever hack-a-thon of any kind. By controlling a quadcopter’s roll (moving 
left and right) with his brainwaves, Tomas won Best Overall Hack, Most Technically 
Challenging Hack, and Most Awesome Hack. Inspired by this competition, he now has a 
robotic arm on display at the San Francisco Exploratorium that is also controlled by one’s 
brainwaves. This past semester, Ben Rathman and Giacomo Zacchia (both sophomores) 
have been elected to the Interfraternal Counsel (IFC) to represent our house and help 
improve the Greek Community. As Vice President of Programming and Vice President of 
Health and Wellness respectively, Mr. Rathman and Mr. Zacchia work hard to better 
interfraternal relations as well as look out for the wellbeing and safety of all Greek 
members. On top of dealing with the academic toils of Berkeley, Alpha Sigma has four 
actives that are also currently working for Apple. Caleb Boyd, Mitch Hoertz, Tomas Vega, 
and Jason Parker all have landed jobs from software design to hardware innovation. These 
men are at the forefront of the technical industry and are working hard to bring America the 
newest innovations, such as the iPhone 6 and newest generation of iPads.   

Alpha Sigma Sports! 
 As the Spring 2015 semester begins, Pike will once again compete across a handful of 

Intramural Sports leagues. Pike brothers will field teams in four different sports this semester: 
Football, Soccer, Basketball, and Volleyball. Two of our sports teams, Basketball and Soccer, 
will participate in the highly-competitive Fraternity Leagues, in which only intramural teams 
composed of rival fraternities may play. The Pike volleyball team competes in a co-ed league 
where teams are composed of equal numbers of men and women and, as usual, Pike teams up 
with the Pi Beta Phi sorority to form PikePhi. Pike Intramural Sports had an excellent start this 
semester in which all four teams won their first game, with Pike soccer shutting out Sigma Pi 
4-to-0. So far off to a great start, all four teams aim to keep a winning record and, with luck, 
make it to the playoffs this year. 

Tomas using an EEG to control 
his quadcopter. 

Cal Dewar dunking. 
 



 
 
 
 

	  
Cordially	  Invites	  You	  to	  Alpha	  Sigma’s	  

103rd	  Founder’s	  Day	  
The	  traditional	  Founder’s	  Day	  gathering	  of	  actives	  and	  alumni	  
is	  now	  a	  function	  of	  the	  newly	  created	  Alpha	  Sigma	  Alumni	  
Association	  (ASAA).	  	  	  

ASAA	  aspires	  to	  keep	  alumni	  involved	  with	  their	  fraternity	  in	  
whatever	  ways	  seem	  conducive	  to	  keeping	  alumni	  connected	  
and	  the	  brotherhood	  alive.	  	  	  
	  

This	  new	  organization	  has	  been	  recognized	  and	  a	  charter	  
accepted	  by	  the	  International	  Pi	  Kappa	  Alpha	  Fraternity	  
headquartered	  in	  Virginia.	  ASAA	  Bylaws	  have	  been	  established	  
and	  officers	  elected.	  
	  

Founder’s	  Day	  Date:	  April	  4,	  2015	  

Location:	  UC	  Berkeley	  –	  Chapter	  House	  &	  CAA	  Alumni	  House	  	  

5:00PM:	  Reception	  at	  the	  PiKA	  /	  Alpha	  Sigma	  Chapter	  House	  	  
(2324	  Piedmont	  Ave.)	  to	  meet	  actives	  and	  view	  house	  
improvements.	  Refreshments	  will	  be	  provided.	  	  

6:30PM:	  Meet	  at	  CAA	  Alumni	  House	  (in	  front	  of	  Haas	  Basketball	  
Pavilion)	  for	  dinner.	  

(see	  RSVP	  &	  Membership	  form	  on	  next	  page)	  
  



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       

 
Alpha Sigma Alumni Association  

Membership Form 
 
Yes, I will join the Alpha Sigma Alumni Association (Dues = $20) 
Yes, I will attend Founder’s Day (Dinner = $65) 
 
Name:   ________________________________ 
My email is:  ________________________________ 
 
Options for Dinner (Please Initial): 
Beef ______ Chicken______ Vegetarian_______ 
 
No, I cannot attend Founder’s Day, but I would like to join the 
Alumni Association and/or make a donation of: ________ 
 
Mail this form to:  Alpha Sigma Alumni Association 

c/o William Franchini 
312 West K Street 
Benicia, CA 94510  

 
Make checks payable to Alpha Sigma Alumni Association 

 
For more information about the Alumni Association and/or to 
update your contact information contact William Franchini at: 

franchiniw@gmail.com 
or call (707) 742-4078 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Rush Report 
Fill out this information and email to Recruitment 
Chair, Jared Lux, at jlux@berkeley.edu if there is 
a rushee you would like to recommend for 
recruitment: 
 
Rushee Name ___________________________ 
Home Address __________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
City ___________________________________ 
School Address __________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
Email __________________________________ 
Phone _________________________________ 
Comments _________________________________ 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 

Keep the Chapter 
Informed! 

 
Please send any interesting news/events that can be included in the newsletter. 
This includes information about alumni (promotions, activities, insights, stories) or 
anything else deemed to be worthwhile to the newsletter. Pease send these stories 
to Caden Stark, cadenstark@berkeley.edu.  Internship and Job Opportunities can 
be directed to Alumni Advisor Nick Armour, nick.armour@alumni.ls.berkeley.edu. 


